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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Cited document : 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: CA-A-1 211 954 
D2: DE-A-34 47 382. 

2. Objection on novelty against the subject-matter of claim 1 : 

2.1 Following the wording of present claim 1, D1 discloses: 

a) a system for calibrating a plurality of weighing installations of the kind (cf. p. 2, 
I. 1-5) having 

b) a working configuration (ref. 1-2-3 in Fig. 1) of at least one working load cell 
(ref. 2 in Fig. 1) with a fixed side and a load-bearing side (see Fig. 1), 

c) a support for the fixed side of the load cell (ref. 3 in Fig. 1 ), and 

d) a load operatively mounted on the load-bearing side of the load cell (ref.10 in 
Fig. 1), comprising 

e) portable apparatus moveable between installations to be calibrated (ref.. 8-1 8 
in Fig. 1), and 

f) fixed apparatus at each installation to be calibrated (ref. 1-3 in Fig. 1), wherein 

g) the portable apparatus includes a reference load cell (ref. 10 in Fig. 1) and a 
fluid ram (ref. 12 in Fig. 1), 

h) the fixed apparatus includes anchorage means for fasting with the working load 
cell support (ref. 4 and 16 in Fig. 1), and 

i) the reference load cell and the ram are removably connectable between the 
anchorage means and the load-bearing side of the working load cell to apply 
calibrating load to the working load cell in its working configuration (cf. Abstract 
and p. 3, I. 10-13). 

Since all the features of present claim 1 are disclosed in D1 , the subject-matter of 
present claim 1 is not novel over D1 in the sense of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

2.2 As a further example of the broad formulation of present claim 1 , reference is made 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-Apri! 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB99/02865 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



to D2 (see in particular Abstract and Fig. 1 of D2), over which the subject-matter of 
present claim 1 is also not novel in the sense of Art. 33(2) PCT. 

2.3 The same arguments against novelty (Art. 33(2) PCT) apply mutatis mutandis to the 
subject-matter of present method claim 1 7. 



claims 4-5: 



3. Objection on novelty/inventive step against the subject-matter of dependent claims : 
Dependent claims 2 to 16 and 18 to 21 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 
claims 2-3: not novel: see plate located between ref. 2 and 3 in Fig. 1 of D1 ; ref. 
7 in Fig. 1 of D2. 

not inventive: The provision of two pairs of parallel upstanding webs 
is merely one of several straightforward possibilities from which the 
skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, 
without the exercise of inventive skill, in order to provide alternative 
anchorage means. No particular advantage is herewith achieved. 
The same is valid for the ferromagnetic-electromagnetic anchoring, 
not novel: see Fig. 1 and cf. p. 6, 1. 12-15 of D1 ; see Fig. 1 and cf. p. 
5, I. 19-23 of D2. 

not novel: see ref. 1 in Fig. 1 of D1 ; see ref. 1 in Fig. 1 of D2.. 
not inventive: The provision of a washer implies just a slight 
constructional change in the system of either D1 or D2 is defined 
which comes within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus 
achieved can readily be foreseen. The same argument applies to the 
subject-matter of claim 12. Consequently, the subject-matter of claim 
1 1 lacks an inventive step, 
claims 13-16+18-21 : not inventive: The provision of a network of reference load cells 

and fluid rams implies just a slight constructional change in 
system of either D1 or D2 which comes within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, 
especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily be 
foreseen, ie. to achieve an instantaneous calibration of the 
working load cells. Indeed, the networking is considered just a 



claims 6-8: 

claims 9-10: 
claims 11-12: 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) {EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB99/02865 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



juxtaposition of known systems without any further technical 
effect other than the known obtained by a single system. 
Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 13 to 16 lacks an 
inventive step. 

4. Industrial applicability : 

Beyond any doubt, the system for calibrating and the method of calibrating a plurality 
of weighing installations according to present claims 1 to 21 is industrially applicable 
in the sense of Art. 33(4) PCT. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (R. 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. Independent claims 1 and 17 are not in the two-part form in accordance with R. 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combination from either D1 or D2 being placed in the preamble (R. 6.3(b)(i) 
PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (R. 
6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 
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